RATIONALE FOR ISSUANCE
M & K Investments L.L.C., Strayhorn Tire Recyclers
Monroe County
Waste Tire Processing Facility Permit No. WTP-0034
Permit Application Date: May 9, 2024

I. FACILITY INFORMATION

Facility Name:  	Strayhorn Tire Recyclers
Facility Owner:	M & K Investments L.L.C. 
Facility Address:	6021 Highway 3
Sarah, MS  38665    
Permit No.:		WTP-0034
Permit Writer:		Cole Montgomery 
Branch:		Policy, Planning, & Special Programs Branch, Waste Division

II. NATURE OF BUSINESS AND CURRENT CONDITIONS

M & K Investments L.L.C., Strayhorn Tire Recyclers (“M & K”) is proposing to open a new facility to process whole waste tires to produce products and feedstocks for other manufacturing facilities. The site has previously been used for clay and gravel mining under Matthew Trucking and Construction, LLC.

III. PROPOSED PERMITTING ACTION

M & K has submitted an application for a permit to operate a waste tire processing facility, Strayhorn Tire Recyclers, to be located at the referenced location. The facility will primarily process whole or processed waste tires using mechanical grinding equipment to facilitate offsite recycling or disposal of rubber and steel. Waste tires accepted for processing may include passenger, commercial truck, and oversized off-the-road (OTR) tires and other similar rubber materials approved by MDEQ. MDEQ has developed draft waste tire management permit WTP-0034 based on review of the application and supporting documentation provided by MS Tire. 

IV. LOCATION AND TOTAL PROPERTY AREA

The proposed waste tire processing facility would be located at 6021 Highway 3 in Sarah, MS in Section 18, Township 6 South, Range 9 West of Tate County. M & K Investments, LLC owns approximately 92 acres at this location.  

V. LOCAL SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLANNING AND ZONING INFORMATION

This facility is consistent with the Tate Solid Waste Management Plan (Plan). On July 18, 2022, the Tate County Solid Waste Management Authority adopted a resolution to include the waste tire processing facility in the Plan. The modified Plan was approved by MDEQ via Administrative Order No. 7215 22 on September 27, 2022. A letter dated September 7, 2022, from the Tate County Board of Supervisors confirms that there are no applicable zoning requirements or ordinances that would restrict operations of the proposed waste tire processing facility. The Plan does not place any other siting restrictions on the proposed facility. 

VI. APPROVED SERVICE AREA

The Tate County Solid Waste Management Plan also includes an approved service area for the facility as approved by the Tate County Board of Supervisors. The approved service area includes the entirety of the State of Mississippi as well as the states of Alabama, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Tennessee.

VII. SITING CRITERIA

Under the Mississippi Nonhazardous Solid Waste Management Regulations and the Mississippi Waste Tire Management regulations, an applicant seeking to locate a new waste tire processing facility must demonstrate compliance with a variety of siting criteria. The current application proposes a reduced setback to the nearest residence located to the southwest. Regulations require at least a 1500’ setback to attenuate for noise, but the property owner has signed a waiver to allow a 1200’ setback. There are no other proposed variances to the siting criteria. The processing and storage operations will maintain at least 200 feet from all surrounding property lines.	

VIII. WASTE TIRE PROCESSING FACILITY OPERATIONS SUMMARY	

The site will accept passenger tires, commercial truck tires, and OTR tires. All loads brought to the site by a MDEQ registered waste tire hauler will be weighed on the scale. Each load will then be brought to the receiving side of storage areas. Tires will be separated based on reusability, rims, sizing, and other conditions and moved into the appropriate storage area. 

Phase 1 Operations: Waste tires will then be moved by a front-loader onto a conveyor and processed in a CM 250 or equivalent mechanical shredder. All shreds greater than 6” will be sent back through the shredder. The shreds will then be moved to the outbound storage area. Phase 1 shreds will go to either a secondary materials user or an MDEQ-approved disposal site.

Phase 2 Operations: M & K has tentative plans for a Phase 2 operation to be added in the future. In Phase 2, an additional processing unit will be installed to further refine the size of processed rubber and remove steel to produce more marketable products. The processed materials will be sorted and stored in the outbound storage areas. Phase 2 shreds will go to either a secondary materials user or an MDEQ-approved disposal site. The separated steel will be sent to a metals recycling facility, and fiber generated as part of this additional process would be sent to an MDEQ-approved disposal site. All recovered steel will be stored on-site for no more than 7 days. All recovered fiber will be stored on-site for no more than 30 days.

M & K is exploring potential outlets for their processed tire material. Initial plans are to use a MDEQ-permitted disposal site while they negotiate with potential customers. Landfilling is intended to be the last alternative for processed waste tire material; however, M & K anticipates a four-to-six month start-up period where all material will likely be landfilled while they find alternative outlets and determine their market share. Long-term plans include potentially permitting an on-site landfill.
	
IX. SITE LAYOUT AND WASTE TIRE STORAGE DETAILS	

Waste tire processing will primarily take place under a covered and padded “pole barn” structure to be constructed near the center of the property. Whole waste and reusable tires will be segregated and stored in 50’ x 100’ areas adjacent to the processing area to the north and west. Storage areas will be walled off by Jersey barriers with one side open for accessibility with a front loader. The processing and storage areas will be located north of the scale and scale house with outbound storage of shredded tires stored in similar storage areas to the east. Phase 2 operations will include a second structure for processing equipment and storage of segregated processed tire materials in the outbound storage area. 

X. WASTE TIRE STORAGE CAPACITY AND FINANCIAL ASSURANCE

The estimated average daily waste tire processing capacity is approximately 4,800 tires (approximately 60 tons) per day. M & K has proposed a waste and reusable tire storage limit of 33,600 passenger tire equivalents (PTEs). Processed waste tire material stored onsite shall not exceed 33,600 PTEs or approximately 1,680 cubic yards.

The MS Waste Tire Management Regulations require all waste tire processing facilities to estimate the total cost of processing and disposal of the maximum number of tires expected onsite at the facility and to provide MDEQ proof of financial responsibility in the amount of such estimate (as approved by MDEQ) for closure of the facility. M & K has provided a third-party closure quote estimating closure costs not to exceed $348,440 and will obtain a performance bond in this amount. M & K will have 30 days after permit issuance to submit financial assurance documentation.

XI. HOURS OF OPERATION AND SITE SECURITY	

M & K will operate during the hours of 8 AM to 5 PM Monday through Friday. The facility may accept tires outside of those operating hours, but machinery will generally not be operated during this time. M & K does not anticipate operating processing machinery for more than 6 hours per day under normal conditions. The facility will be fenced with gates which will be locked while the facility is closed.	

XII. DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

In accordance with State Law, M & K filed a disclosure statement describing the company’s structure, key officers and members, other affiliated businesses, and any civil or criminal violations. The MDEQ Legal Division determined the disclosure statement for M & K to be complete on October 1, 2025. An annual update of this disclosure statement is required to be provided to the MDEQ.	

XIII. FACILITY CONTACT INFORMATION

Rickey Matthews, President
M & K Investments L.L.C., Strayhorn Tire Recyclers
1250 Matthews Road
Sarah, MS 38665
Phone:	901-489-6863

XIV. OTHER ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS	

M & K was granted a True Minor determination on May 21, 2024; however, prior to Phase 2 operations, the True Minor determination may need to be re-evaluated. M & K was issued Certificate of Coverage No. MSR002535 under the Mississippi Industrial Stormwater General Permit on August 7, 2024.	

Matthews Trucking and Construction, LLC has been authorized for surface mining operations within several portions of the property including 11 acres under Surface Mining Permit P97-020T (expired April 13, 2024), 5 acres under Surface Mining Permit P92-084T (expired April 13, 2024), and 15 acres under Surface Mining Permit P00-066TA (expired April 13, 2019). Matthews Trucking and Construction, LLC was also transferred Certificate of Coverage No. MSR320012 under the statewide mining stormwater general permit for the mining operations on December 3, 2003; however, mining stormwater coverage has not been renewed since the most recent issuance of the general permit on April 3, 2018. M & K is working to renew and/or terminate surface mining and mining stormwater permits as necessary.

XV. OTHER COMMENTS	
	
M & K submitted their original application on May 8, 2024. Original plans included permitting an onsite waste tire monofil; however, after further consideration, M & K decided not to pursue the disposal permit at this time. Additionally, M & K had to resolve property ownership issues prior to submitting a revised permit application and plans on February 18, 2025. 
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